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appropriate toys of age. Mrs. Butler tired of her husband, John
Harman Becher, not long after the birth of Thackeray's mother in
1792, and eloped with another Calcutta gentleman, Colonel E. W.
Butler of the Bengal Artillery, whom she married after Becher's
death in i8oo.44 She reappears in the Thackeray chronicle twenty-
seven years later, a widow with a substantial income who has be-
come reconciled with her daughter's family, but her intimacy with
Thackeray did not begin until after he had lost his fortune. Then
she came very generously to his assistance, and he spent the winter
of 1834-1835 with her in Paris, putting up as best he could with
the cantankerousness that she felt justified in displaying as the
capitalist of the family. She was a member of his household again
in 1840 and 1841, when he described her as "a hale handsome old
lady of seventy, the very best-dressed and neatest old lady in
Paris." 4S As the years passed, Thackeray conceived a real affec-
tion for his grandmother, and he was glad to welcome her once
again to his home in 1847. Lady Ritchie remembered her at this
time as "an old lady wrapped in Indian shawls . . . [who] rarely
spoke, and was almost always in her room," adding that "she put
on her spectacles and read 'Vanity Fair' in the intervals of her
books of devotion." 46 Mrs. Butler died in Paris on November i
of the same year.

THOMAS CARLYLE

Thackeray first met Carlyle during 1837, shortly after remov-
ing to London. He reviewed The French Revolution in The
Times during August of that year and soon afterwards formed a
firm friendship and alliance with its author. Like many young
writers of the day he was an enthusiastic convert to Carlyle's
crusade against cant and humbug, whatever reservations he might
make about certain of his master's other ideas and manner of ex-

441 am indebted to Mrs. Fuller for this information.
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